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                This study examined the value of using a group-centered approach to evaluate process quality of early child-
                hood education and care (ECEC). Is observed support of group processes a different aspect of classroom qual-

                 ity, and does it predict children s collaborative play in ECEC in the Netherlands? In two play situations, 37’

              teachers and 120 two- to four-year-old children were observed with the Classroom Assessment Scoring Sys-
               tem (CLASS) Toddler and two new measures. In a two-level structural equation model, teachers support of’

               group processes was positively related to the CLASS domains and to children s collaborative play, over and’

               above the effect of children s cognitive ability and social competence. These ndings suggest that ECEC qual-’ fi

           ity evaluation could be enriched by adding group-centered indicators of classroom quality.

         Over the last decades a large body of research has
     shown that high-quality early childhood education

       and care (ECEC) supports children s social and cog-’

      nitive development (Mashburn et al., 2008; Mel-
       huish, 2011). Quality in this research is usu ally

        de ned as those features of ECEC that foster devel-fi

         learning to adjust beha vior to the group and to col-
       laborate in play and work. Playing and collaborat-

        ing with peers has often been found to be
     positively associ ated with children s cognitive and’

       social compe tence (Diamond & Lee, 2011; Elias &
     Berk, 2002; Howes et al., 2011).
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